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The Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung (SGN) is a member of the Leibniz Association and is based in Frank-
furt am Main, Germany. SGN conducts natural history research with almost 800 employees and research institutions in 
six federal states. Within SGN, the Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre (BiK-F) explores the interac-
tions between biodiversity, climate, and society.  
For the DFG project “Fachinformationsdienst für die organismische Biodiversitätsforschung / Specialized Information 
Service Organismic Biodiversity Research” Senckenberg BiK-F invites applications for a Quantitative Ecologist Post-
Doc (full time). The project aims at extracting information on the Ecology and Biogeography of plants, butterflies and 
birds via text mining techniques applied to German literature. The text mining is carried out by the project partner AG 
Texttechnologie in the informatics department at Goethe University. The candidate is expected to manage the Ecolo-
gy/Biology part of the project and to coordinate the cooperation with the other project partners. Furthermore, you sup-
port our second project employee in the implementation of project specific ontologies, and you will utilize the data pro-
duced during the project for scientific analyses (e.g. changes in community composition, abundances and distributions, in 
relation to potential drivers such as climate and land use change) and publications in cooperation with the project part-
ners. The work will be in close cooperation with colleagues from Senckenberg’s Data and Modelling Center, the Univer-
sity library J.C. Senckenberg, and text mining experts from the AG Texttechnologie , Goethe University Frankfurt.  
Your tasks:  

• coordinate the cooperation with the other project partners  
• manage communication with data federations, in particular the German Federation for Biological Data (GFBio)  
• develop/implement transfer of data generated in the project to data federations  
• support adapting vocabularies for plants, Lepidoptera and birds to the requirements of the project  
• closely collaborate with the text mining team of the AG Texttechnologie, and with the entomologist in our team  
• check the quality of data produced by developed text mining tools  
• utilize data produced during the project for scientific analyses  
• write manuscripts and publish results in international journals in cooperation with the members of the project 

team  
Your profile:  

• M.Sc./Diploma/PhD degree in Biology, Bioinformatics, Ecology, Biogeography or related subjects.  
• experience with biological databases and biogeographical analysis, e.g. Species Distribution Modelling  
• experience with at least one programming language in the context of data science, e.g. R, Python, C/C++"  
• research experience in interdisciplinary working environments  
• excellent written and oral communication skills in German and English  

What is awaiting you?  
• An interesting task in a young, dynamic team of researchers in an internationally research institution  
• The opportunity to gain experience in the above-mentioned research field  
• The occasion to build a network with scientists in interdisciplinary fields in Germany.  

 
Salary and benefits are according to a full time public service position in Germany (TV-H E 13). The contract shall start 
no later than 1st September, 2017 and will be limited until August 31st, 2020. The Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate 
Research Centre supports equal opportunity of men and women and therefore strongly invites women to apply. Equally 
qualified handicapped applicants will be given preference. The place of employment is in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 
The employer is the Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung.  
Please send your application, mentioning the reference of this job offer (Ref. #11-17017) before July 30th 2017 preferred 
by e-mail (attachment in a single pdf document) and including a letter outlining your suitability and motivation, detailed 
CV, all transcripts and grades, contact details of two potential references, a summary of your Master’s or Diploma thesis 
and, if available, publications to: Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung, Senckenberganlage 25, 60325 Frankfurt 
am Main, E-Mail: recruiting@senckenberg.de  
For scientific enquiries please get in contact with Dr. Claus Weiland, claus.weiland@senckenberg.de or PD Dr. Thomas 
Hörnschemeyer, thomas.hoernschemeyer@senckenberg.de 
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